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In te rv iew wi th 0. 0. Swink• -1. .a
4; i

5* i

* The da te i s .Oc tober 28 * I am ta lk ing wi th Mr.. 0. C. '
'Swink here

F •

j : " a t 1001 Bal l s Hi l l Road , and the f i r s t ques t ion * we have i s about your.
V- :•f. *

parents.
• Wel l , . my fa the r was born up above - wha t they ca l l Grea t Fa l l s now.

At tha t t ime i t was Fores tv i l l e And my mother was born a t wha t i s.it. •

known now as the Commons ,
*

Oh rea l ly, by Wes tga te the re?

Yeh." ,Tha t was Jona than Magar i ty 1 s fa rm, - a l l .t ha t land a l l

a round in through there.
and i t was known a f te r, t j j f a t .a s the Storm * s fa rm

What was your mother

And ' t hen one of the s i s t e r s mar r ied a Storm,
a b ig da i ry fa rm.

i s maiden name?
: ? *

Karen.
Karen?

- One ofShe was a Magar i ty .Yeh, Karen Magar i ty was her name.
Jona than Magar i ty * s.

You ment ioned Fores tv i l l e -up by Grea t Fa l l s.One ; o f h i s daughte r s.
Wel l I guess i t r s no t rea l lyWel l , was tha t the town of Grea t . Fa l l s?*

a town.
I t used to be a pos ti t ' s about l ike .. Lang ley down here,

o f f i ce and a s to re.
No 9

»
A

But , so Fores tv i l l e was jus t aAnd i f you . b l ink you miss i t.
l i t t l e se t t l ement • ou t : on the Pike the re? Wel l , you ment ioned the

A •n r

sohoo l tha t you a t t ended. What was the name of i t aga in? .
;

*• *

. Carper School.
•* «

They ment ioned CarperTha t came up in the Ramble r a r t i c l es.’ 5 f ?. / #.Y;_-*k
3
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It was about three miles from the old mill down there.
And . remember I asked you what kind of: things did you. study there.

; ' , • ‘ ' ‘ • «. /• ' " v ' ‘ '

Do you remember eny particular subjects?

Well * . subjeqta then Vae mostly readin ' , writin', and 'rithmetic

was the main ones and some grammar and English.
Vr

, Do you. remember the names of any of your teachers?

Yeh, Grace Mack was one of them

Smack?
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You remember Hunter Mack that just died here the otherNo, Mack # *

i *.
\S

' 4 1week?. . *;x

The name is fami1ia^‘.: i>
• . v

\:

S' :
. YoU know .where the police station is over

' . X." N ..V -X X - Y '

there, well they owned that farm over there.
Who .lived in that house, you know

It was his sister• f l v

V .
EXm

' ;•> •

i on the other aideOh they did.4

>:
!<•

•
'

I*-’.r-r-vi •

"
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• •

of Balls ' Hill Road from the police station?

by the trees

The old frame house , that was it *

That beautiful house upt; x- iH?: . #V

fn A
', *•' >

Was that the Mack house?
> - -

>: •*

V
•• V .vl. - .

iA

la that where the Macks lived?

That was , my mother 1s place to start with

See, he had' this favorite sister and brother

/•i;•*

i A
and they traded.Yeh*

.'. /

l:- *. Mrs. Mack and my mother. #

9 94
i i ;; V
Si ;

*
And so he didn’t want the mill ,and he w a s t o get - this mill down here.

So they traded

.- .tv
A* X

•V

he wanted the farm? Margarity was his name, but*•
' ...:

v -:

they / changed, .. i t after he married
"• - j • • i- •

’

and they traded

Allen— no, his name was Allen Mack9 j
:

’s4
So ray father , took the mill property and - he took the

farm right ; opposite . the police station

s- » •- .*• •

.<r
' X‘

t . •':

V: w.
' -: and it runs all the way downi *Pix ^ . * •

. .. . . . .
xand joins Where you drive in . there

V

front' of Ernest Webb1s you knowxnf -S v’ •
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.. . ... . . . . ..And the pbber brotherhad theback . end of it next to Scotta Ron
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•; .-He ' built a Ghurchion : the back end of it now.
By Scotta Run?

Yeh
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..Have you ever. , noticed that church?S -

'•/ '•.{ ..

’ I• »•
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I think I know where it la ifhat was the name of your father ?Yes 1
'• ' ’ •

'4*,• :

m .t . 0.
• <, • 1What was hia'

'firat ' nam© ?:
'RV - i v
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Was that j&Ed Swink?
il" -mrn
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For Edwin Franklin.E. F. ; . ;4 i

'fr’ y7
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i’ ;- Well> %h& Rarobler was talking about walking down , Georgetown Fike , and* : vmm
i st :f

) you know, The Evening Star ,
i ^ . " *. *

•*. *

. : vV \ *
• _

mill was abandoned at that time, and at the post box was E

and he looked at the mill and of course thet

9•*. *:;;d?
f'£ ->

: V
%r

•V

P* Swink markedi'

•.-1S/,;

it.; :

on' the box. >

iff '
"

/
7 i 'W.

Here’ s a picture of it , right here * See it , next to the house where
i

»
t *

.rBetty Cooke lives now?» . .-i- i l
V '1' i

t-
How was this the mill right here ,Yeh, . right there

Yeh, that’ s the mill

over to the right?; <

. A r i' :-

m

i . • :

These are cinderblocks and a road . The roadr>>: i ;

' •
>

iK 5 i •

it/ a a stream that runs rightgoes between this pile of blocks. SeeIff "

I-, -...2.
9

*J V.
down here. And that board across there was the walk across to the cow barn.i .•

; And that 1s the stream that you have, to cross over to get down to the

K'parking lot? ; d • . •

• u .
‘'*V V

rk 4
V

\i
. ..r-- Yeh. i%:r. > ': .

v
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Right And there was a cinderblock wall right there?' *:?>;. .^r • , v VA -
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No, they were made to sell.i

- v

Oh, he just would make them to sell to people How would he maker .. ** ;
•y

f
:v

y 'them? (f
f

Jf

V
1V

He had a little machine, made it by hand
j . •

Used cement , gravel, and -' • V

. i

V •. ' /. . . .. . . . '• "
,sandj mix it together. ;

Take the gravel out of Scotts Run?

l

• • ’iv-
f

.i: ;

i

K : - - . *. ’

: •

Yeh, that 1 s - right.i,

It had plates the size of 8 x 16 plates were*

He had them made in the foundry. And he set one of those in the ‘ bottom

t

m ' <e'
.v x . r

v
' i% .. : • •i '

: of this machine. And he filled that up, and he had like a pestle, and he
/

V;*
i

mixed the cement till it was just about wet enough to stick together.
You can * t get it too wet because it would stick to the plates.

*

^ee, they
were kind of rough looking on the fronts of them, and they had stakes on

• v-V

:

4\ • - r
:••>

~:A •
!the aide of them, you see. .

Yeh, sort of pointed out

V i ?

Pi' . . r-
f

ir - ;
it*

'
• No, that was down!

When he got it level . up to where the holes come
in, well you pull this lever across and these two plungers that went

.• _;,C: • ?

r - 4

acrossV.
V .'.

j

there made the holes * Then you turned the pestle over and you had

And you would pack it down on each side like that

And then you would raise

fan ena
v ,

on it like rounded off ./
•i

i

•

> • and . fill it up and flatten it off at the top.
v’

.; those, handles up and hope that it didn’ t fall apart.
• '

And the two endsV *

•; V
on it * •*

i <

;•-.fr
( -

. ^
Did it ever fall apart for him?

*. V

Oh yeh. The two ends * would, let ^ down and the face would come back.
/ See, that would hinge on the three sidea

side and the back side would let down where the holes come across. And

and the two ends and this face?
v

i

*

then you could reach down and pick it up and it would weigh about 50
1 ’ P°unds with the stone and gravel and sand and cement •

V.
I
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r
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How much would . he charge a load , for them ? \

Oh, he sold them by the.- piece, about 15 cents «.a piece.
;

;l1h .* . .
f - J

>

/ rr"
f - ' . • • «* : ;

iWe * d makeI- :•K v.
i:V -

H

about 100 a:day•,V

*
. . :

!pp.

I#
'

i u'

1

A hundred a day? r
• % .

...
v . <r£ .’ '

. Wefd take that plate up and with that on it and carry it out, and we
• '

1
• .

' : • t ' p • •:/ \

had boards to lay it on

and next morning you would go and get them off the plate ,

pile them up in a pile

;

And you would 'set that down on it , the boardn''
o r •

'

1'
|V.-i;

The next day # v.
•;

and them do your plates over again. How there * a

a procedure you had to do, and then go ; in the branch and wheel out some

sand and gravel and separate /it , you know, sift the sand so you would have

enough to mix; it up* S

But you' would get t&e sand out of the stream too?' " ;• v:

Most of it would be where it had washed up on

r% •i- Vft
I' iS •m

f

*<

J

t

•V
: . r

i .IPm
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twmI *
'

•At .

:i Yeh, from the .; banks.r

*
'.l

the sides.
> »

You wouldn * t buy if commercially like weJust the silt and stuff*>i
'

•• •

*
j&>'

. would go out to buy sand ?
J •

»*>#* *

v- r -
h.

• No. •

<'
y-;vvt-M , •

* <

What , other kinds of things did your father make st the mill afterw -
b. r*

t the mill went out of business?P

i * .•

*

i...

Well ,;; he had a sawmill , over, you know, where the parking lot is now.
Well that 1 s where the sawmill was , over next to the branch, right along-
side the branch

* •-
Y'&' :

r ;

• : *}•• - /1 On the other side of Georgetown Pike?

See, this branch went down and they got , the gate here now.
*7

Yeh

V And .over in here where 1 Scotts Run, where this little branch comes together ,
is where the sawmill - was It straddled over top of this branch

JK saw did because the sawdust went down in the stream, tbiB little stream

the. big
•V •5

•;• •
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that want down here;•’ ;

A
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'* ' • *In the stream? ;i ft
'S'

;

Yeh, in this little stream that comes down'

- hereK.-r - •

p- V. ••• •.
1 r - \

. . . ,-l ' •.

I didn' t know that Is there anything left down there like a found-• V
I

i V -r' - n •

V K - ation or anything?
,-fe-

> >

That big old traction steam engine aits back down there ,

How did that work? What , did they have the power of the water

: Noi.
s’

‘'4-:* , V

V'*-
K Yeh. . -.i,. / ;«' .’ -VI' ;

>

{ would run it , and steam?v..

«• • ••
•

y

Yeh, steam. It was — ?it got water from the branch * They got a big
h.

••

barrel there, and the kide had to carry the water up the bank and keep

that barrel full from to get , steam.
Must have been a loj! of work.

I:'- "

1

• i

!
• * £ f

:

Yeh* He had a mill built over it. It was just a one-story job, the?•

mill was,y had it where he could hook a belt through

that way and saw,
'

.
'woodstove wood lengths and stuff like that, cord wood.

Then over on the side he made a like a jigsaw frame there

Jigsaw? You mean one of those big blades?

and back of the mill :

9

.

* 1

•

::: No, this went up and down more like a disk. hike, you 1 ve seen ai's'

IK
bucksaw blade?i

;

j Bucksaw? I donVt know what you mean.r
IK

Like this one, with a blade like that .
Oh, yeh. Two-hand type thing *r

" • '

f - *; '

No, this is a one-hand thing * Any way, the blade is about that long.. >v

k- x
About three feet, three or four feet?

V
*. Yeh,; and he had these big , timbers one on either side, and they made$i

*
a frame. And put that blade in it , and they had a setup where it would'V.

go over with an eccentric on it so that it would go up and down; # •
- k t ,*

i

\ -

6
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, • £ -V ,* IWhati ' the belt? *l ±, .A ’ .
WA - "

A;/4 .

; ’" »
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* ' r• i 5,1 '

; . KW . No, the saw itself . i •jAA 5
i ,»

•;r^v . :i . r
::Oh, the saw. . ;

.-i
• Xlifei

The sawblade would go up and down just like that ,

this table; there and he used to ' make cartshafta.
Then he had

:V : , •r ; ;s!•r

•

•

Pi.;:.;

i*
• -ii

i • ::

; /4 What was that ?
r

; 7 Cartshafta, like a buggy shaft that they put a horse in to hook

it up. : Yeh, this was for carts

rocks and anytbing else in it , see.

t!
‘

* ;

pfh for dump carts for hauling dirt andJ

t . *

- yrn ;

i > m -
•7 . Um-hmA. ’, f t : -

ji - . ,

i-‘’ ” •

V> - "? They would then they had to be on a kind of a curve,so they

abjSut this thick made of white o a k •

I A
k -: took out the timbers 9 iv>v- >US' V. ifo lAj !

i

A Two or three inches? \

f fuX '
•

A;
;A
A '

;

l!!.
*

He ; had a pattern he would lay down on - that piece of timber

And get back there, you know,; .

and - sight that right on through • that saw, and ua kids would have a . . .

piece of belt about that long and about some wide, you know, and we

would have to get down every now and then and flop the sawdustcause

it would get on the top of his marks and he couldn ^t see where he was

.
J; . drawing.

Yeh.
and ;- mark around it with heavy crayon.j e

A . -
y

,• v

:

'4 -f
' A

\i

. .
.

That was our job to keep that water filled up : back there.*?.< .• t

**

- A
’

« Keep that sawdust off ?
i

rr - l Keep that sawdust off where he was sawing out the cartshafta.IA- -

.a
:‘V' v . And that would all fall down into the branch?; J

L
Noj that wouldnH back there because it was farther back thereV

v

" was not much sawdust to that, ’ but where he wag sawing the big logsv
• - »

\. •» . .

was auite a lot to that . And then, they had to fix a carrier for a• V

•J . v - 4 *{? : ^

JK long time go’ s it would carry it up and pile it out there on the bankS: :•
I;’ i

It '
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l J

where the"driveway is and it goes in there now*.
i/ .;' .

'

I--: .?
": ;: .

_
'

would ,;he cake the carts and things right there?

Would sell them to the people in Washington?-wagon
. - *'

> '-r-i '
i' V • •

h \

lM •: Well• - W- ••• \>
> V; *

' ri
'

No, ho*
fe[: 4 i. ;*

• ‘ ;• :

cart shafts

Axleat Wobdenj;axies?

shafts wagon tongues, axles* . > •.

$8»:
¥.: .1

•tvV• i - •* :'•>
\ i
;:i

: »
*•:

a piece of metal thatand then they hadii Teh>; made out pf wood

they couId!put on the end of the wheelate<5
V-̂ 5JMM

p

••

V'*- i

!

Yeh, to support themI1' ’

rta?
'M Yeh.-

'

-
. : What . .he would do is to make the axle about four or five!:>•S'- Sa,**-: M .

3

and so forth,* • *. t\‘ or six inches in size and whatever length it was,f.

' ;
r.'

1 hickory and white oak

Where' would they ge^ the wood to do the carta?

Well, a lot of it he got from back in there from Kackall 1 s, off

on the Ball property,'

you know,’ between that and the river,

some of the last ones I think he cut the big white oaks up in there

"*
!

i V

>
•< ^
4 :

I / ;
i

> V And then
'!

.

t. !

as you go to Spring Hill and up Old Dominion Drive on the left-hand
aid ©--there where the branch goes under just before you get to Spring

1

/• -
u;

fVc.-:! i. *

There's some beautiful white oaksHill well that belongs to Elgin.(

in therei

>
’ f-

; Oh, right on Old Dominion, right before you get to the 7-11 and
J

v .stuff at Spring Hill? j:-4f:- -
-h ;v oh Spring Hi11 it 1 © on the left-hand aide there,

by the; woods that1s in there now

Got a lot of the white oaks mainly

v Yeh 9
i

*•

That ;vale sort of very

Right14 Woods in there

and hickory type

••
"

•• *••

now.
':***'-

':

^ - :

Sf
*'A :

do you retnember anybody in any of the companies in WashingtonWell,Si.

’gf.-
~

l*

that would make the carts for him. that he would sell to?>:%

i f »
.
'

"Y
. .5 1 '^ < .!

fi .S?;. - * - 8'
• i r

V
'

%1;k. C —t'-••
T’rr*W»T'—X»



' .- . • : •'• -• ' •- .- - ••• • • 0 • -' ' • '
•• - • - • . V. V. ' ' ? . '. • <= . , - . • '•

'
••' * .. • • • • '•.:' . . . . • '

;V< »J -
* •-

: ;vv^ - V- '<i .
. t. -‘V (1

.‘
• !;

.£
i i • «. ;

«K •
/.r; , . - • f• .! l

' V-.; •'; . .

:», .i . —t .-£Cv:;
• -;:•

1 V
r":» ' ' •**. • .•>• •-.

J '5
•\ •

,v
V .-:•

• •.. J*. .

iT; •d-4 t t;i*. - -
•:

r . .
* He would.-..they, would, ' like .Adler * 3

farm and equipment ana stuff , /like that ,

I think MayfieId and Brown

W one that was ' more like a :•was
\

t. ’! , >

.a-d
seel And therehardware store or

• em: i

wa3 another place over on 7th Street
'""O '

". .». • T' wl 1

they would buy the wagon . tongues in the rough, and what I mean that they

and • i-
*. ;I >it.- •

5«
SM

)

y - J-:i.... :
V ii

would ' have to.. , . . V
;> ;• >

H '4. .
idi:

•• . . i: . . ;

i

8# i !•* » r
v ;

Finish them ut>?
• V- i . t

’*1 ’ •m .*• J
V

1 * B ”mfij
r:

1
v •

finish"them; up and: the -axles and stuff like, that.Yehi9
i* *, . .

; • ' #••
• •

• r *

How would he, get them . into Washington.•

ipm%
U*'mwy -t¥i

» 7
1'

-

•r\ .**.**

Hor se and wag on

Horse and vmgon? He must; have ;taken it ,

V/hen I • was .15 years|old ,
yi j

•. •. r'- Vi . V,
building' Union Station.

Oh, really?

*j

i over Chain Bridge.I guess ,

I carried a load of oak when they was
V:\ ,

E , ' 1

i f"t •

i A
'! .

vl

1 * . •
•'* * ;

7V I

hV-;V ; •

• i N

« > V ,
fe

*

*. •
*:

I® V/ i '

yy

you would cut them in an X shape about eight or nine

inches in diameter,, you know where these booms sort of raised, they

had these upright little old dinky engines: over there with: a drum on

I .thought that was the derndest thing.
I would sit there and Watch them after I had unloaded icy

and . they would have sold . them these to make the . cranes
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I think it was about 25 cents round trip*
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the Washington and Georgetown Turnpike Company or something like that

you mentioned Georgetown Pike had rocks and every
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those other roads?
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Well , It * Swinks Mil Road , was nothing but a dirt road ,

sometimes you could back up in there going up that hill that the Masons

were, that nephew went around that real short curve in the road that ' s

nothing but a day like today , you would have to go down into water , about

this deep in water , you Jtnow
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the bottom part you wbuId come ixi , you! wouId have to come up to get

even: ahead of rocks and -stuff>:and bullt a path there for the cows
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and horses to come up on this walk like And then to get in the
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basement part of the barn, there was that much fall there
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That 50 dcre3 • what wasThat was~-bel phg.ed to my wif e •100'
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and they probably cut the other side up where those houses are

What was the family name?

Trammel
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Because . I can remember to Churchill Road-Trammel ? Oh yeh, fight

Elementary, and I can just vaugely remember looking out the window and

So that waa the Trammel farm, dairyseeing cows grazing all out there

farm? And I guess it was early * 60' s when all that housing development

But how much did ,and they built all thatwent up in there, I guess,
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Where that ramp ia' there now
' K.’. V you get on . the Beltway

gentle grade up to there up to the Balia Hill Road ,
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building looked' like at all ? ^o you recall it , the house?
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,1.\o If s supposed to be very old The Fairfax history, they always

some naval hero or admiral or. something
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burned or something. . i

•1
^5, v* > f j

25 -V . • 1

/
> - - 1



v* 'I ' /1 r

tmpkp
W:r- l.lrr »

* •• • •- •'. :

__ J « W
i -

, •• • -r^

VV..»• • ...» i
*./ •'• * .V ;.?• r•. : •

'. < v’
;v#^

-
f .v-vMV?

I I
'. ' vV; V;' -. !iv > • /* '

•• ’* •’

They juat bulldozed everything down} the barns, silos,
‘ i.-f

'’•r1V. •' .
. > •

"

vi.; /

11
V •• ?

Nb, nofc
-4 •V , !>.<

r.V-
end everything else.

J can see, you can still 3ee the two trees.
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Yeh, d'he spruce like, or something or other.
And i t ' s the little, you know, box Sitting by these two

I just wanted to see if

Do you remember the Jackson House or Jack
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enormous trees, sort of out of place almost ,

you had heard any of tfhese

son Home, remember where that one was ?

That ' s at the top of the hill , going up towards Great Falls

Yeh. Well ,’ was that the family name, Jackson?

As far as I know or can remember
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Yes. But , I think that was in '
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One time I think it was a stone houaethe Jackson family for years

there, I think it la a frame house there now
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But I know there * s an•; •r i
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old foundation and part of a wall that wa9 outaide the driveway there,
where the barn was.
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Do you remember the Boston family? Do you remember them ? 4- ' Yeh
» •

Yes, oh, yea

Did they live in that house right above Swinks Mill or

A colored family, there' s still a lot of them

Bernie 'Boston, I know. The Star -photographer still lives in that

area. J Do’ you rementber— I know you know Mr , Wheat , don 't you ?
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Oh yes.
Did you go into Washington with him at times?

' something about you would go together into Washington to the markets

Do you remember?

i

*;I:
I

*

You mentionedV> .

4 j

V .
V - " J

4'

% «

fo -0ell your produce•\ r'1 Notvneceesarily so.
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No. , Vfhat kind of crops did you. raise out here ? Did you mainlyr*T
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No* I went in the Army arid came back,

and I didn’t do any farming. 1'was a cabinet maker.
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Ob, were you?

And I worked in Washington.
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) And from that tice my .wife got sick
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Where did you work in Washington?

• I worked for «0ollier
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v Worked for
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old;; houses in Georgetown

Furniture makingfurniture?
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% that fireplace come out of the
^ . • Well that mantelpiece inWhatnot,i
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Lincoln house*
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Where,.in Georgeto v̂n?
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I4 - Siseh,theThey—Mrs.

Yoh, in Georgetown, there on N Street #

We <3id work for the son,
‘
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• t Robert LineIon,
daughter I was working for.
Abraham’s son.

Oh, really? Then there was Tad,
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Is that theI guess it was.
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. other son?
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This was Robert*Av =•'V .
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This came oi^t of his house in Georgetov/n?

.Was out of the music room and the marble too.
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* Mrs.
Yeh, iim-huht. I

the daughter; she didn*t like if, and she wanted me to

by golly, I made that and she gave

This was- all

>>V Sisen, that was
* i• ' y- •

\ l ‘. me
make her one antique couch.; And,
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the one out of her room upstairs,. and I didn’t want it

outside the house; and before. I; could
-y&m''U :4 •

\ -:.

: rx.

I piled the marble up

Old Man Hillard-, tileaetter, he had gathered up the
•T wanted.
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of the chimney. dndthoone^upataira wag in the center up here, and this
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J •: .

• ;. *i!*•

- : •> \

-h; .

m r̂
f j

%S,:

television:set.
it:;., was made; ;somewherey :in a blacksmith 1 s shop,

moved the:fireplace oyer, and put flue lining all the way through to the

• rV't /.-

rm-, -
'4pi

%?m:
'r - f '

. t'.
r .

*
• -r • : •

5 '

top of the chimney ,

Well, did:.you build the

•v"-

Ir

was there originally a house here . and then
. : hf . y

* V I. .f. : K. • • •you added on to it? - !

. V:-V .Y y '1. n' -\
V*;«:
... V’ f •• • •

7 -

!«
L 3i:V

:

f . V\.. *i . • •!
.*

No.1' . . ^ : *
•

\ . . • > ; • '• »

**// v ;
*

Or did you build it 1 right up from

I didiilb build al^thing to it r I just been adding to it for

had those boards about

i \ * c . . 7- •>**

< A ‘ •j c r
'1 rw

;-, -:v:Nov
.

\
• ’ ' * ! •

. • » yrii' -

' vy
years, put all hardwood floors in it all over

looked kind of . rough : and full - of dust
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.Electric Line through., here to the old- Pike.
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Y*ell, it was Ca.rpers, Trammels
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Oh, I see.

:
1

»
•y;

r

\

1

*.
c

1
i V‘

h.
'U\¥

i r But nobodY ever hooked on yet •
You :

, nevon;
' got

* -fe;

*,
* -•».

:fey .

fe NO:
i'

f V :

they just put out other lines?No one ever hodked on;HM.> rfe- 5- r

• ? v..
i

. y>

Yeh, they hooked on, sure they d i d , but nobody would fight it to
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it must have been the early ’ 20’ s.
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kt-h- r*m
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4' .wanted \ •V
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KFor the doctor ?* :

:
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Yeh, by want to pay the money because they

didn 11 want the electric lights

But they didn * t get away with that

. ;»
r f .Wx They wanted the telephone.

{ •
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'5 did theytt r 9.i*ft

V -:- .
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No # V

•*;

#\ ;
?; Were you talking about some other additions to the house here?

What were some other things you did ?

I put on the outside.
It didn’ t have any subsiding on it

board like the outside on this end.
Board on it from top to bottom,

put that Homasote Board on it , then put this feathered-edge Cypress

aiding on it

Cypress aiding? What was that , a special

One board , lapped over another.

K v *

&
1

'5 •; -

ti- - -S •<
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iV I went around it , I sealed round it ,i you

All it was was this clap

All the rest of it 1put Homasote

.
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seeH ••. ' •f
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% -i Pull the trim offen all the Windows,?si
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V , Yeh, siding #. '
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Right;t !
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Regular siding.
Did you put the lightning rods

No, they were on the old roof

On original ?

Original ,
Kind of interesting deaign

\ w.

!

up there?r*'V»
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yes .
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on that , you knor. I think they put
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I haven’ t . seen lightning ' rods with many
' '.V"--'- . - / 7 7 7',. .-7 - . /; ;
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hill you heed them.
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Indeed you - do i;; Many when we have ; a storm, we have it •

off them light fixtures.

vnew houses; I guess up on this•- *i
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Does it hap|>en--do you get those lightning come down?

I think it struck about every

: - Ai
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Snaps., crackles , carries on 'here
\ -1.
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Wal1, when did you get your first car ?m Did you rememberHm ,
$ .t • t

when your first
' :s .

Oh, that was a Regal , second hand *
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Regal ? :
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I never heard of .that one.
There's a whole lot of them you never heard of ; that ' s one of them.

And that must have been about 4915 or 16

Did you have to crank it or
. . . ; i - _ • • • . . ; / •

. . . . . . . . .. _ .. . . . .
_ - . .. . . , -

Yeh. ; And went in the Army and let my younger brother have it .
don’ t /know what the devil he ever did with it , but it would run all right

When ;it wanted - to* Second hand. ; I never drove a car before in my life

I went down on 7th Street , X reached l^th Street , found thi3 thing, it

was ah old touring car , looked good you know. I got in the car and went

up 16th street hill and , man, that thing chugged right along

top of the hill ,- guy turned around , says "move over.” I says ,

drive never.” And h e a a y s, ” move over here , *1 and showed me what was low
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Got up
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i i....• ?V - and high s,nd take off the: brake and the clutch, took off down to the

I drove "on down there, and we got out and went up in

i

• V
7 7

A District Building ,

the o f f i c e .
jj[ ’ driver 1 s permit
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Man f i l l out an application, give hlin a dollar, got my*
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A dollar ? s»: .» v

vrt . - - \
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*.vS ' Yeh.: .? ; v •

,*4 > ; •s !

It ' s $8 now.!-, V.
r-

,t

. •
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t r-i And that 's all the instructions I ever had was driving from up

16th Street down* to the District Building*

. Been driving ever since then

Gome /on home, • • This road was so muddy then that the old Pike>
I come out Churchill Road and out in there from that hollow down in

V. . :

i

- i ' «r -
fit;

i

*
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Yeh.

.te.
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there, and them*, ruts was about that deep. I thought I never would get

but didn 1 t put them on

±
( *. s? :

through them. Had a pair of chains in the back,
Was it . called Churchill Road then?!HI .

P.% i

Yeh, I guess itf was *>:v•;

Off Chain Bridge then to Churchill ?

Utr,-huh
\

i 1• Mr -

‘
It was about 1916 you got your first car. . ?v

: : - - Must have been about that tiiae.. Then I had a Model T Ford

that .Model A Fords, Hupp. I got a Model T Ford, paid $500— -that

I bought it for my new Hupp; this new Hupp. 1924, $1785* And I bought

a Ford coupe, a little old thing with side curtains on it , you knovr, $5̂ 5
Both of 1 em new and Ford outwore the Hupp*
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Afterv

J ' f was new.A
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Yeh* , For the Ford , but it outwore the $1700 one. But it wasn’ t too
*r ,

long before the <$1700 one had a starter on it and the flywheel gear got

stripped , you know, until finally I had to crank it , and it trade up its

mind to start , it didn ' t , if it didn' t , why it didn ' t . V/as all it would do.
Bid you ever take any of the electric cars in V/aahington and ever

ride; any of the streetcars in Georgetown on M Street ? You can still see
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5- the tracks down there.
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That wa3 before they got automobiles

• riding. V You get on, go . dom past Rosslyn

7th Street or wherever you wanted to go

How long would it take you to get into Washington? ;

By golly, sometimes it would take you 25
Sornetimes when it was

cos it would stop longer

Yeh The Old Dominion was

I mean Georgetown , go on down

- »,

•.

., * ' u-m >

V

J: : '

"' A

Welt- it just depends # ' •'1 y

minutes, something .like that , 20, 25 minutes ,

crowded coining back

to get off and on, and had to stop at everJr stop-.
Do you remember what kind of station was down there: near Balls Hill ?

.fV
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tit would take you longer9A
'

«V
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• f
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*

y’

Just a : little shed like.> •; .4. f ?- ’ • •

Shed?

Was a bench across : the endYeh round the back, and across the

The whole front end , one side was open you know , and they had

a platform out just beyond that to set the milk cans on where they could

• 9*:

A
other end.• V

L

-

pull up and •••

Deliver?
S’:-

t
",

The farmer , would bring the milk and set it up

Ana the freight would come along, and take it on to Washington

Some of the big dairies in Washington?

Yeh. on this thing?

;

Oh.:*
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•> Yeh nhestnut Farms .. • yj.? •

•; * ' How: much would it cost - to take that ridd into Rosslyn ?
. .

From out here? The ride on the atrestcar?

Yeh. Just the ride i,n on the Old Dominion

I think it was about 20, 25 cents

Do you remember what the care looked like ?

no they were all closed.
That was really too bad they had to close that

Jr: ' ! thing down. Did you ever take the trip out the other way to Or eat Falls ?

Oh yeh

V

Oh, >• • •-

. A -*

Were they open ? : ;

v
V- ;'

No , they were closed

All closed , in.t
.9*•'i.
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* '•. - « . i' •. . .- , :"*V; - • • . .. . . . .. . . . . . . ....That was - supposed to he quite a vacation type, sort vof

. V

•• •

* iV '
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We kids used to go up there Fourth of July and 50th of May.Yeh
W - V'A . :

, you know
v' r /V

Holidays>h
•*' •

;

1. 13o you remember any of the McLean Days that they had in McLean?

Oh yeh

And -there,:Fwhai> .; (3id they call them, jousting

A t l* .m ;•» •

i •

Used to have carmivals there\
- 1

• •
'

•r , •
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i. «.

with the little rings?m::- :1&M -: - '

.• .2-/ •tv
•Vs'.f •p/ .
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Yeh, / tournaments;

Oh, one other thing about . central McLeani do you remember - when

Franklin Sherman was built or . anything else, about what the central part

of McLean looked like?

m.
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V44 /. . v «J "
; . That 'Franklin Sherman School,

f or Ed Gorham at the -t itne

•jthe main part of , it , 1 was working
. . , >.•. . • ' • iv

I put the benches , the seats
went, in there and fastened them , screwed them . down to the . -floor

J
i

• *.: in there.i We -'M I-*' . 9' 9
> y#:. * :

*
i ••*.
\>

i
V., ...

" 4/ .

r What did that building look like?

could get in to take a look at it.
It '.waa torn down before I everi '

:

Yeh, It was . a nice building until they got a ,. bunch of holes in

the . plaster tearing up the floor and what not *

v." :• > •*

I;

Gould have been fixed
F';;

up,/ made into a : nice building *;a - - . v

V ’»

Yeh, could , have been a landmark.#
*

/ -:•
*Yeh • .

:- i .
i ,

What were the benches or were they just Ionall individual seats Cf ‘f». • o..! '5. '

»?sort of like

Oh, they wetre individual. i

l

Well ,. I guess it was all the way to high school all in that one9

: building ?*•\* * .
y r

^V - >
Yeh.% •
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Itrs too bad that they had to take that down. Sorry to see thatit - -
; V.4v

;

go too.
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/ V Ife1 re payin1 taxes, what differenceWei1 they got. plenty isdneyl
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" M ... _ : . . .. . .. . . .... . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .

does . it make? Looks a. little old , tear it down and build another one,
i

\
•r

s:r? ‘s

1> - •
‘i 'i

\, - - • - * . . ...

like that gas station down there fin McLean.
Putt ing : up that hew. gas station.

i .
’ f' K -

v . I don' t understand it.1Yeh.
.v.r. ;

*

Taxes just go sky high How- many acres of land do you have down here,!1.
/a

•B' At • ;* •
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f Vabout v5> 10 acres?•*.
T iV.
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i. '> / yA < .,>• ; Fifteen acres.y‘*M
& e
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TheFifteen acres.VA - We have two and we can hardly live on thatMi J .«
Well , let's see.V. I think I got just about feyerything heretaxes arev
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* Interview conducted by Dana Oumb

^Langley High School
i

' ) - .
' * • *•\*

*

0etcher 28, 1972

v

m
7*• .:: . -.'V

il S

{ ! >•?

*t -
: S-'

( > :>{
• -r

1
• . r

• f’t
i.

f
f,w

IK
i5

t'- • -J$ 1

• .r.r «*.
;

• V :i'
A'1.

j

? • *
v.•

(
» .r. <

;
! - : f- .<!

') '

•A .1 f ;. «1 V*

i.
s

i
»• * t •;

t;

•ji; v.
*;v*5 >? < V AA Ar •*

;
*

»

A
% • Wt

V - >

*
35




